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September 2019 

J.P. van den Wittenboer 
Kastanje 28 

Mierlo, Noord-Brabant 5731 NK, 

Dear J.P. van den Wittenboer: 

It gives me great pleasure to send you the Museum's 2020 calendar entitled Resilience of Spirit. 

Within the pages of this calendar are just a few examples of how the Jewish people found ways in the 
depths of the darkness of the Holocaust to sustain their individual sense of self and purpose, as well as 
to develop an awareness of life larger than their immediate tragic circumstances. During the course of 
those terrible years the Jewish people had so many of their individual freedoms and liberties taken 
away, which is why making even the smallest of choices demonstrated an assertion of their individuality 
and humanity. Oft times, there was a clear realization that perhaps these minor acts of resilience would 
only serve as messages to the future—to the world to come after the Holocaust. Nonetheless, each act 
of resilience was a private victory. As Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik once said, "In every suffering there is 
a message." 

In these weeks leading to the High Holy Days, Jewish men, women and even children turn inward to 
examine their lives and deeds, not just to acknowledge what may have gone wrong, but also in an effort 
to advance a commitment to a better coming New Year. It takes inner strength to face the truth of what 
fell short in the past year and the steps, no matter how small, needed to make the coming year better. 
The individual choices each Jewish person makes during these reflective times demonstrates a resilience 
of the hope that the future can and will be better than the past. 

You have made an important choice that demonstrates your own commitment to something much 
bigger then yourself. By having established a legacy gift for the Museum, you are making the choice to 
provide for the future of this institution and the permanence of Holocaust memory, understanding and 
relevance. You have made a choice that will resonate long into the future and will yield something 
bigger then yourself-you will share in promoting a vision for a world in which people confront hatred, 
prevent genocide and promote human dignity. 

For this we thank you deeply, and wish you and yours the best in the coming New Year. 

Sincerely, 



Celeste Z. Maier 
Director of Stewardship 
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